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“Safer at Home” vs. “Stay at Home”: What’s the Difference? 
 
BUCKHANNON – The Buckhannon-Upshur COVID-19 Community Task Force 
reviewed Governor Justice’s “Safer at Home” order at its Friday, May 1st web 
conference. 
 
The “Safer at Home” order goes into effect at midnight on Monday, May 4, 2020. It 
replaces the March 23rd “Stay at Home” order. 
 
The new order supports Week 2 of the West Virginia Strong-The Comeback plan to re-
open the state. Rather than directing individuals to stay at home unless performing an 
essential activity, it “strongly encourages” them to stay at home.  
 
Under Week 2 of the re-opening plan and the new order, Upshur Countians will begin to 
see restaurants open for outdoor service in addition to take-out and delivery. Re-
opening restaurants that have been fully closed will be subject to inspection by the 
Upshur-Buckhannon Health Department.  
 
Pet groomers, barbershops, and hair and nail salons will be able to re-open if they 
follow revised social distancing, hygiene, and disinfection practices. These practices 
include the use of face coverings as well as staggered appointments and requests for 
customers to wait in vehicles rather than in shops. Small businesses with 10 employees 
or less will also be permitted to re-open and follow social distancing, hygiene, and 
disinfection guidelines. 
 
The “Safer at Home” order strongly encourages elderly and vulnerable populations to 
remain at home to the greatest extent possible. 
 
To support the new order, the task force discussed outreach to local businesses via 
signage as well as a continued social media presence through its members to educate 
residents as to what “social distancing” and “physical distancing” mean.  
 
As the pandemic recovery gets underway, residents are reminded to continue to check 
trusted sources of information frequently. 
 
Trusted, reliable sources of information remain: 
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 CDC: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 
 WVDHHR: https://dhhr.wv.gov/COVID-19/Pages/default.aspx 
 Governor Jim Justice: https://governor.wv.gov/Pages/default.aspx  
 Upshur County Commission: http://www.upshurcounty.org/alert_detail.php  
 City of Buckhannon: http://buckhannonwv.org/covid-19/  

 
The Buckhannon-Upshur COVID-19 Community Task Force is a coalition of 
stakeholders representing the health department, medical providers, the county and city 
governments, as well as emergency response agencies, educational providers, social 
services agencies, and civic organizations. The task force also includes representatives 
from daycare centers, public housing authorities, nursing homes, etc. 


